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A. L. A. 


West Baden, Indiana, was selected by 
the Executive Board for the next an- 
nual conference, provided the President 
and Secretary can make satisfactory 
arrangements with the hotels. The dates 
tentatively approved are May 28 to 
June 2. 

A plan for the continuation of the 
Paris Library School, under auspices 
other than the A. L. A. after the five- 
year demonstration period, was approved 
by the Board. The plan had been drawn 
up by the director and faculty and was 
presented with the approval of the 
President of the Association and a 
group of nine men and women who 
had been invited by him to consider the 
plan. (Details will be published as soon 
as space permits.) 

An invitation from the officers and 
program committee of the Southwestern 
Library Association to the Executive 


NEWS 


Board, Board of Education for Librari- 
anship, Board on the Library and Adult 
Education, and Library Extension Com- 
mittee was considered by the Executive 
Board and it was voted to recommend 
to these boards and committees that, if 
consistent with their plans, they arrange 
to hold meetings in connection with the 
meeting of the Southwestern Library 
Association in Baton Rouge, 
12-14. 

The Board also voted that, if the 
President finds it necessary to call a 
meeting of the Executive Board in 
April, such meeting be held in connec- 
tion with the Southwestern Library 
Association meeting. (These motions 
were passed before the time and place 
of the next A. L. A. Conference had 
been agreea upon. The suggested early 
date for the A. L. A. meeting will neces- 
sarily affect the situation.) 


April 
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Tentative budgets for 1928 were con- 
sidered in detail. They are to be revised 
when the actual balances of December 
3lst are known. After revision they 
will be considered by a special com- 
mittee consisting of the Treasurer, Mr. 
Dudgeon, and the member of the Execu- 
tive Board who is also a member of 
the Finance Committee, Mr. Compton, 
and then referred to the Finance Com- 
mittee and Executive Board for action. 

In response to an inquiry from the 
Board of Education for Librarianship, 
the Board went on record as seeing “no 
objection to the A. L. A. receiving con- 
tributions for scholarships and fellow- 
ships to be awarded by the A. L. A. 
for the study of library science,” it be- 
ing understood that any specific proposal 
must necessarily be considered by the 
Executive Board before being accepted. 

A report on the quiet solicitation for 
endowment funds and sustaining mem- 
berships was received and a continua- 
tion of the work approved. 

The Committee on Library Work 
with the Blind was authorized to solicit 
funds for the brailling of books for the 
blind with the understanding that there 
would be close cooperation with the 
American Foundation for the Blind. 

The suggestion of inviting represen- 
tative Mexican librarians to some library 
conference in America was approved. 

The Executive Board met continu- 
ously from 10 a. m. till midnight, De- 
cember 28, including a meeting with the 
professional staff of the A. L. A. Head- 
quarters at luncheon. A final short 
session was held at noon on Decem- 
ber 30. 


WHY DO PEOPLE READ? 


The first meeting of a Committee to 
Study the Development of Habits of 


Reading was held in New York on De- 
cember 13. The purpose of the study 
is to discover what it is in the experi- 
ence of some persons which causes them 
to acquire and continue desirable habits 
of reading, and what is lacking from 
the experience of others which leaves 
them without such habits. 

The preliminary study which is to be 
completed if possible within the next six 
months is to comprise: (1) a digest of 
the investigations of reading and re- 
lated subjects which have a bearing on 
adult reading; (2) case studies of three 
or four hundred adults representing 
various social groups to determine the 
influences which account for their read- 
ing interests or lack of them; and (3) 
suggestions of additional investigations 
which will contribute to a clearer un- 
derstanding of the general problem. 

These preliminary investigations will 
be made for the Committee under the 
direct supervision of Dean William 
Scott Gray of the University of Chi- 
cago. 

The Committee was appointed by the 
American Library Association and the 
American Association for Adult Educa- 
tion and has received through the latter 
a grant from the Carnegie Corporation 
for its first year’s work. The mem- 
bers are Dr. C. C. Williamson, director 
of the School of Library Service, Co- 
lumbia University, Dr. Gray, Effie 
Power, superintendent of the Children’s 
Department, Cleveland Public Library, 
Dr. Henry Suzzallo, and Dr. Edward 
L. Thorndike, Teachers College, Co- 
lumbia. Morse A. Cartwright, Dr. 
Frederick P. Keppel and Carl H. Milam 
attended the first meeting in New 
York. 
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FLOOD RELIEF 

For the replacement of books de- 
stroyed by the Mississippi River flood 
last spring and the more recent floods 
in Vermont, grants of $23,500 have 
been made through the A. L. A. Com- 
mittee on Library Extension from 
emergency funds set aside by the Car- 
negie Corporation for library relief. 

The largest grants are $8,200 to the 
Vermont Free Public Library Depart- 
ment for part cost of replacing its col- 
lection, and $6,000 to the Kellogg-Hub- 
bard Library of Montpelier for similar 
purposes. Other grants are: Water- 
bury Public Library, Vermont, $3,000; 
Johnson Public Library, Vermont, 
$1,500; Mississippi State Superintend- 
ent of Education (for school libraries), 
$2,000; Arkansas Free Library Service 
Bureau (for books for the use of school 
and public libraries), $700; Missouri 
Library Commission (for school libra- 
ries), $600; Richland Parish Library, 
Louisiana, $500; Greenville Public Li- 
brary, Mississippi, $500 ; Yazoo City Li- 
brary Association, Mississippi, $500. 

The Vermont Free Public Library 
Department, with offices in the State 
Office Building at Montpelier, suffered 
a complete loss of all books, pictures 
and equipment except for the books and 
pictures which were in circulation 
throughout the state. 17,000 books and 
more than 10,000 mounted pictures were 
destroyed, together with all catalogs and 
other records. The Kellogg-Hubbard 
Library in Montpelier had water stand- 
ing up to a height of about five and one- 
half feet in the reading room and stack 
room. Three-fourths of the books were 
under muddy water. Nearly 10,000 
books were lost beyond repair. 

Similar losses on a smaller scale were 
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suffered by other public and school 
libraries in Vermont and in the Mis- 
sissippi River valley, to which grants 
of funds are now being made. 


Are you a school librarian? Watch 
the February Bulletin for important 
announcements. 


Because it has been brought to our 
attention that certain newspapers have 
stated that The president’s daughter has 
been recommended for purchase by the 
American Library Association, it seems 
worth while to state that this is entirely 
contrary to fact, that the book has not 
heretofore been mentioned in any way 
in any communication from A. L. A. 
Headquarters. We should be interested 
in knowing the source of the original 
statement if any librarian can inform us. 


Librarians will find George Washing- 
ton by Dr. Albert Bushnell Hart, Read- 
ing with a Purpose No. 42, a valuable 
aid in supplying material for schools, 
churches, clubs, and patriotic societies 
planning a special observance of Wash- 
ington’s birthday. 

The brief introduction to this course, 
as well as the books recommended, is 
full of facts concerning Washington. 
It deals with his home and family, and 
with his career as frontiersman, soldier, 
statesman, literary man, and man of 
affairs. The course, published in cooper- 
ation with the Washington Bi-centenary 
Commission established by Congress, is 
superior to the average brief article 
about Washington. It will be useful for 
general reference in preparing essays, 
papers, speeches, and club programs. 
The booklet, together with the seven 
books recommended for reading, will 
make an attractive exhibit for the week 
of February nineteenth. 
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MIDWINTER MEETINGS 


The Midwinter Meetings of the 
A. L. A., held at the Drake Hotel in 
Chicago, December 29, 30, 31, were at- 
tended by 401 persons. 

Two A. L. A. Council meetings, open 
to all members, were held. The Exec- 
utive Board held two sessions; the 
Board of Education for Librarianship 
three sessions (one being a joint session 
with the Association of American Li- 
brary Schools); the Board on the Li- 
brary and Adult Education, Editorial 
Committee, Librarians of Large Public 
Libraries, Library Extension Committee 
and Education Committee each held two 
sessions. The College Librarians of the 
Middlewest and the University and Ref- 
erence Librarians each held one session 
and also one joint session. The Busi- 
ness Libraries Round Table, League of 
Library Commissions, Normal School 
and Teachers College Librarians, Asso- 
ciation of American Library Schools 
and the Charter’s Curriculum Study and 
Library School Directors each held one 
session. The Committee on the Journal 
of Discussion held a luncheon meeting. 
The American Library Institute held a 
session. 


COUNCIL 
First SESSION 
(Thursday morning, December 29) 
A meeting of the Council of the 
American Library Association was held 
on Thursday morning, December 29, 
1927, in the Drake Hotel, President 
Carl B. Roden presiding. 


PROPOSAL FOR BUSINESS LIBRARY 
SECTION 
A petition from twenty-five members 
of the A. L. A. asking for the privilege 


of organizing a Business Library Sec- 
tion was presented to the Council on 
July 7, 1925, and was referred to a 
Special Committee. Chairman George 
B. Utley presented a report on behalf 
of the Committee which included also 
Louise B. Krause, L. Elsa Loeber, D. 
N. Handy, and William F. Jacob. 


Mr. Utley stated that two of his asso- 
ciates on the committee approved the 
granting of the petition and two opposed 
it. After summarizing the arguments 
on both sides, Mr. Utley stated that he 
recommended the granting of the peti- 
tion. The arguments for granting the 
petition may be briefly summarized as 
follows: 


1. The A. L. A. is functioning as a 
national association in the interests of 
all types of libraries, not merely for 
public libraries, and cannot logically re- 
fuse business libraries a section without 
disbanding agricultural, college and 
reference, or the school libraries sec- 
tions. 

2. A relationship between A. L. A. 
and business libraries would be of profit 
to the Association, for a business library 
section composed of a group of business 
librarians within the organization would 
offer close cooperation with technical, 
business and scientific departments of 
public libraries. 

3. A business librarians section 
would serve the threefold relation of 
helpfulness to its members, to the Amer- 
ican Library Association as a whole, and 
to other organized groups in the Amer- 
ican Library Association, in harmony 
with the established policies and ideals 
of the A. L. A. The Business Libraries 
Round Table, which has been meeting 
since 1925, has had a large attendance. 
Round tables are ephemeral, while sec- 
tion organization means definite con- 
tinuity in organized work. 


The reasons given for not granting 





the petition are briefly summarized as 
follows: 


1. The proposed Section could not 
expect to be numerically representative 
of business libraries. 

2. If the section is formed there will 
be two rival national bodies, to the in- 
jury of library work as a whole. 

3. To establish such a section of the 

A. L. A. will be to nullify the affiliation 

of the S. L. A. with the national body. 

4. All that the petitioners profess to 
hope to attain can be achieved by a bet- 
ter understanding between A. L. A. and 
a i. A. 

5. Those who dislike to ally them- 
selves with S. L. A. can have an in- 
formal Round Table of business librari- 

| ans at A. L. A. 

| 
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Mr. Utley made the following state- 
ments in favor of granting the petition: 

1. It has been the unbroken custom 
of A. L. A. to permit its members to 
form sections when they asked the priv- 
ilege and complied with the regulations. 

2. Formation of such a _ section 
would not be unfriendly to S. L. A. It 
is not a question of certain members 
seceding from S. L. A. It is a group 
of A. L. A. members, who insist on con- 
ducting their activities under A. L. A. 
(if they conduct them at all), who 
present this petition. 

3. Some duplication of effort may 
result but it is not serious—one group’s 
activities will spur both groups on. 

4. The Council in granting the pe- 
tition would be taking a constructive 
step in permitting certain A. L. A. 
members to make a contribution to 
A. L.A. 

Mr. Utley moved that the Council 
grant the petition and permit certain 
members of -the A. L. A. to organize a 
Section of the Association to be known 
as “The Business Libraries Section.” 
The motion was seconded. 

The question was discussed by Fran- 
cis E. Cady, president, Special Libraries 
Association, who opposed the motion, 
by Miss Loeber, who favored the mo- 
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tion. Joseph L. Wheeler proposed a 
substitute resolution as follows: 

Whereas it does not appear that the 
sentiment of the majority of the mem- 
bers of the Special Libraries Associa- 
tion and its officers are in favor of the 
creation of a Business Library Section 
of the A. L. A., therefore be it 

Resolved that this petition be not 
granted at the present time. 

The motion was seconded by Edward 
F. Stevens. This motion was discussed 
by M. S. Dudgeon and Samuel H. 
Ranck. Arthur E. Bostwick moved to 
lay the petition on the table. The mo- 
tion was seconded and carried. Miss 
Krause expressed regret that this action 
had been taken and her belief that it 
unnecessarily deprived members of the 
A. L. A. who happened to be business 
librarians of adequate opportunity to 
make their contribution to the library 
profession as an organized group. 


INTERNATIONAL LIBRARY AND BIBLIO- 
GRAPHICAL COMMITTEE 

The Secretary presented the resolu- 
tion adopted by representatives of fif- 
teen countries at the Edinburgh Con- 
ference and stated that it had been ap- 
proved and signed by the seven official 
delegates of the A. L. A. to that Con- 
ference (printed in the Bulletin of the 
A. L. A. for December, 1927, pages 
772-3). The resolution was unanimous- 
ly adopted. It was also 

V oted, That the selection of members 
to represent the American Library As- 
sociation on the Committee be left to 
the Executive Board of the A. L. A. 

VENTILATION AND LIGHTING 

Samuel H. Ranck, chairman of the 
Committee on this subject, presented 
the following fourteen points which are 
to be considered as a working basis for 
the final report of the Committee : 


1. Supply the fresh invigorating air 
that most normal humans crave without 
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cooking the life out of it by heating it 
to a very high temperature, thus de- 
stroying its invigorating feeling of 
freshness. 

2. Deliver air in the proper quan- 
tities, without waste through supplying 
much more than is needed in some 
rooms and at the same time not enough 
in other rooms, because of the variation 
in loads in the different rooms. This is 
a highly important detail. 

3. Humidify the air for the sake of 
the people in the building and for the 
sake of the books, the humidity in the 
winter months to be about 50 per cent of 
saturation. An open steam jet in the fan 
room will produce fairly satisfactory 
results. Air washers not only humidify 
the air but they also free it from dirt. 
They are, however, expensive to operate 
and sometimes are troublesome in other 
respects. 

4. Separate the heating system from 
the ventilation system—use the split 
system. This makes possible the sup- 
plying of air in the quantity needed, and 
without heating it so as to destroy its 
freshness,—simply tempering it during 
cold weather. 

5. Provide for easy, independent 
control from the room itself of the 
amount of air to be delivered into that 
particular room from the ventilating fan 
system. 

6. In crowded rooms, especially 
rooms frequented by odoriferous per- 
sons, move the air in vertical rather than 
in horizontal or semi-horizontal lines. 
This will not cause the spread of odors 
across the room to the annoyance of 
persons along the way. 

7. Provide for natural ventilation,— 
windows,—as much as possible when 
there are only a few people in the room, 
reducing the cost of operation of ven- 
tilation system. Use of windows is 
often sufficient. 

8. Provide, especially in a crowded 
room such as a filled lecture hall, for 
sufficient motion in the air (without at 
the same time causing drafts) so that 
people have the sense of freshness in 
the air they breathe. This will keep 








them more alert and awake so that they 
will be able to get more or do more 
from their presence in such air. Such 
air ventilates the body and gives a sense 
of satisfaction akin to that which we 
feel when outdoors in a_ refreshing 
breeze. 

9. In cities take the air for the fans 
from the roof of the building rather 
than from the street level, thus avoid- 
ing pumping into the building much dirt 
and dust. Air filters may be used to 
keep out much dirt, but their burden 
ordinarily will be less when the air is 
taken from the roof. Many library 
buildings are settling basins for the dirt 
in the air that is pumped into them. Air 
from a roof level is much cleaner. 

10. Plan the lighting system to de- 
liver without glare 10-foot candles to 
the reading plane, with provisions for 
more light for persons whose eyes re- 
quire it. Use stronger lighting at one 
part of a room. 

11. Plan a color scheme for the 
walls, windows, and draperies to give an 
artistic effect. It will attract readers 
and be more restful to all who use the 
room. Red is not a restful color to 
have in such a room, but there are other 
colors which possess just that quality. 

12. Give special attention to the 
lighting of the book stacks. Here utility 
should be the first and last considera- 
tion. It is of the highest importance. 

13. Have all _ lighting fixtures, 
switches, apparatus, etc., easy of access 
to both janitors and workmen. Electric 
fixtures that can be cleaned or adjusted 
only from the top of a 20-foot ladder 
which does not reach the ceiling will not 
get the attention they need. 

14. Architects, librarians, and library 
boards should always keep uppermost in 
mind that the function of a library 
building is to serve human needs, and 
that it must be operated by average hu- 
man beings. We must, therefore, adapt 
to the fullest extent possible, ventilation, 
lighting and everything else about a 
library building to human beings rather 
than expect human beings always to ad- 
just themselves to the building. When 
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all this has been accomplished, we shall 
have “humanized” our libraries. 
The meeting adjourned. 


SECOND SESSION 
(Friday morning, December 30) 


The Second Session of the Council 
of the American Library Association 
was held Friday morning, December 30, 
President Roden presiding. 


LIBRARY REVENUE 


Samuel H. Ranck, chairman of the 
Committee on Library Revenues stated 
that according to the United States 
census report on the financial statistics 
of cities for 1925, there has been, since 
1923, an increase of 11.6 percent in the 
per capita income for libraries as com- 
pared with an increase of 8.93 percent 
for public schools. The percentage of 
public revenue expended for public li- 
braries was the same in 1925 as in 1923, 
1.3 percent. A few cities spent 2.5 
percent or more of their total revenues 
for libraries. According to the same re- 
port, nine cities with a population of 
30,000 or more spent $1.00 per capita 
or more for libraries in 1925 as against 
three in 1923. These cities and the 
amounts spent for libraries in 1925 ac- 
cording to the census report are: Bos- 
ton, $1.01; Brookline, $1.49; Cleveland, 
$1.18; Long Beach, $1.07 ; Minneapolis, 
$1.03; Muskegon, $1.00; Newton, 
$1.40; Pasadena, $1.37; Springfield, 
Mass., $1.16. 

Mr. Ranck brought to the attention of 
the Council certain questions affecting 
the handling of trust funds by libraries, 
such as, investment for both safety and 
reasonable return, who should handle 
trust funds, can libraries accept a gift 
and pay the income from that gift to a 
beneficiary for a period of years, should 
the American Library Association give 
encouragement to insurance companies 
which are willing to solicit bequests 
through the writing of library insurance 
policies? He specifically proposed that 
an invitation be extended to the Trustees 
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Section of the A. L. A. with a request 
for cooperation. It was 

V oted that the Trustees Section be in- 
vited to assist the Council in drafting a 
statement of the policy on the handling 
of trust funds for libraries. 

It was also 

Voted that the American Library As- 
sociation approves of cooperation of any 
insurance company in promoting the 
endowment of libraries by life insur- 
ance. 

Mr. Ranck called attention to the 
need for personal visits to college, junior 
college, university and school libraries 
before an adequate statement of de- 
sirable library revenues can be prepared. 


CLASSIFICATION OF LIBRARY PERSONNEL 


Arthur E. Bostwick presented to the 
Council a report from a committee of 
college and university librarians to the 
Committee on Classification of Library 
Personnel. This report suggests certain 
changes of specifications in Proposed 
ciassification and compensation plans for 
library positions (published by the Bu- 
reau of Public Personnel Administra- 
tion, Washington, D. C.) presented to 
the Council at Toronto in 1927. The 
committee of college and university 
librarians comprised Charles H. Brown, 
chairman, J. T. Gerould, F. L. D. Good- 
rich, Harold L. Leupp and George A. 
Works. Copies of the report were dis- 
tributed to the members of the Council 
in mimeographed form.* On Dr. Bost- 
wick’s motion it was 

Voted, that the Council express its 
interest in and approval of the modifica- 
tions suggested by the committee of uni- 
versity and college librarians and that 
the Committee on Classification of Li- 
brary Personnel be instructed to pro- 
ceed along these lines to the completion 
of the work. 


RAG PAPER STOCK IN GOVERN MENT 
DOCU MENTS 


Frank K. Walter, on behalf of the 
Special Committee presented a brief re- 





*Copies may be obtained from Charles H. Brown, 
Iowa State College Library, Ames, Iowa. 
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port and on his recommendation it was 

Voted, that the American Library As- 
sociation recommend to the Joint Com- 
mittee on Printing that a selection of 
publications of the federal government 
be printed on lasting paper. 


COMMUNICATION FROM MR. DANA 


The secretary reported that a com- 
munication from Mr. Dana received by 
the Executive Board with the request 
that it be read at a meeting of the Coun- 
cil was transmitted by the Executive 
Board for such consideration as the 
Council might care to bestow upon it. 
The following communication was dis- 
tributed to members of the Council in 
mimeographed form and read by the 
secretary : 


December 20, 1927. 


TO THE MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE 
BOARD OF THE A. L. A. 


I suggest that you cause this letter to 
be read at a meeting of the Council. If 
you object to passing on some of my 
comments, you can omit them. The 
figures and essential explanatory notes 
should in some way be made public. If 
none of my notes are acceptable, use 
your own. 

The A. L. A. headquarters was 
formerly only a general promotion and 
information center for the Association, 
with very limited funds. Recently it 
has become a large business office, 
spending at times more than $100,000 
per year. This changes the whole situa- 
tion. A public institution like the 
A. L. A. should, if it spends large sums, 
insist that its members be kept fully in- 
formed of all its activities; that is, it 
should tell fully and clearly how and 
why it spends money, and to what per- 
sons it is paid; its financial reports 
should be not merely accurate, as ours 
are, but in full detail. We have launched 
out into several expensive enterprises ; 
our reports should tell of them elabo- 
rately. To note only one instance of the 


A. L. A.’s failure to give full reports of ' 





its work, I cite the fact that it publishes 
freely the salaries of many hundred 
librarians; and yet, at the same time, 
does not publish the salaries of its own 
staff. Again; we have spent quite freely 
on Curriculum Study and on Text 
Books. We should say who has done 
work for us and at what cost, and not 
give simply lump totals. 


I make the criticisms which follow of 
our recent activities because I think that 
most of them were born of thoughtless- 
ness and failure to see things in their 
true value; and I praise frankly and 
heartily the honesty, energy, time and 
good will that committees have given to 
them. And I do not forget that every 
member of the A. L. A. is in part re- 
sponsible, if we are, and have been, 
spending money unwisely. 


In the last 40 years librarians, aided 
and abetted by popular approval, have 
caused Library Schools to grow in num- 
ber, in quality of instructions, in qual- 
ity of output and in general repute. A 
few years ago they were doing so well 
that we of the laity thought they should 
be looked into. We began quite gently. 
The schools themselves, with no sugges- 
tion from the Association at large, were 
long their own most severe critics, and 
ablest promoters. Suddenly we had 
money. We appointed a board of 
examiners and gave them money to 
spend. Its members were not experts 
in education, or in school management ; 
in fact, they had not the qualifications 
for criticism of library schools that was 
possessed by those whose management 
of library schools was to be criticised. 
The Board solemnly visited our schools 
and found them flourishing; but not, 
thank God, all alike! The Board, be- 
ing well infected with the current super- 
stition of the benefits of 100% uni- 
formity, said they must be made as 
alike as possible ;—fearing, we can as- 
sume, that a new idea on preparation 
for librarianship might creep in here or 
there. The Board spent much time and 
labor visiting the schools and on draw- 
ing up Courses of Study, Staff Require- 
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ments, etc., and printed and published 
the results. The Board herein was per- 
fectly honest, well-intentioned and gen- 
erously laborious. My charge is that 
they did not use their brains; but 
dumbly submitted to the dictates of cur- 
rent fashion in attempting to introduce 
the goose-step into a flourishing private 
enterprise. 

Having much money and being, ap- 
parently, backed in the advice they give 
by ten thousand organized library 
workers, the library schools naturally 
met them with smiles and pronounced 
nearly all their work good. If any were 
to rebel publicly against the Board’s de- 
cisions and advice—what then? 

The Board began its work by saying 
that the quality and equipment of 
librarians could not be much improved 
until salaries were improved. They 
were right; and the fact thus admitted 
was, in effect, also an admission that 
their efforts would be almost futile un- 
less those efforts raised salaries! So 
far, their own work seems not to have 
influenced salaries in gerferal. 

It has published many minimum re- 
quirements for library schools of all 
kinds, in which I have not noted a single 
spark of originality. The schools had 
in hand all needed stimuli to improve- 
ment and were improving, as they had 
been doing for 40 years. They are to- 
day the same products of the aspira- 
tions of librarians that they were before 
the Board began its work—save that 
they are now probably a little shore 
timid toward ideas and a little more 
keen to stick fast to a routine. Also, 
the Board made solemn visitations to 
all larger library schools and has spent 
in so doing a good part of their total 
expenditure of $92,000. On publica- 
tions, chiefly rules for making all li- 
brary schools alike, it has spent a few 
thousands. 

Nearly a hundred colleges and uni- 
versities and over fifty normal schools 
and teachers’ colleges now include li- 
brary science courses in their curricula. 
Will our Board of Education secure 
another $92,000 to visit and regulate and 
standardize all these? 





High school libraries, school libraries, 
special libraries of a hundred kinds, in- 
crease in number and ask for more 
librarians. The fundamental facts of 
supply, demand and qualifications of li- 
brary workers have radically changed 
in the very years of the expensive activi- 
ties of our Education Board—and yet 
the Board has continued as if with an 
authority born of full knowledge, and 
not as learners, to talk of standards and 
minimum qualifications of a few schools 
of the old type. 


Had we placed the $92,000 in the 
hands of experts on promotion, the gen- 
eral public would today be giving to 
librarians and library salaries, vastly 
more attention, sympathy, and support 
than it now does. Until librarianship 
gets more general esteem it will not be 
better paid. Library schools have al- 
ways done their best, and will continue 
to do so, in spite of Education Boards, 
not because of them. What our work 
needs is better pay to call out better 
talent and more of it—this better pay 
it will not get until what it does is bet- 
ter esteemed. 


Mr. Morse A. Cartwright, Executive 
Director, American Association for 
Adult Education, said at Toronto “the 
librarian has, in these three short years, 
recognized his role as that of teacher 
extra-ordinary to the community which 
he serves!” By “teacher extra-ordi- 
nary” he perhaps means some mystical 
activity into which the exercitations of 
our Adult Education Committee may in 
time impel us all. But he seems flatly 
to assert that, until this phrase “Adult 
Education” possessed the world, we 
librarians had never for a moment tried 
to help our grown-up clientele to read 
much, to read profitably, and to add 
thereby to their general education. I’m 
sure I have not been unique in my atti- 
tude toward library patrons, and I seem 
to have persistently done all in my 
power to induce those patrons to read 
for profit as well as for pleasure. What 
librarian has not done the same? 


You don’t improve, enlarge, strengthen 
or intensify any part of your library 
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work by giving that part a new name. 
The attempt so to do, and the stupid 
acceptance of a mere new name as the 
equivalent of new work, is what has 
made the words “Adult Education” 
stand for a new form of activity and a 
new gospel in the eyes of too many, and 
made too many believe that librarian- 
ship is for the first time in history using 
common sense, and plain, ordinary help- 
fulness. 

Our Adult Education Committee has 
inflated this new name for an activity 
half a century old, at a cost of $50,000; 
and has so pleased us with the notion 
that we are doing something new and 
grand as to make us forget that we 
have always been busy at that same 
thing. Personally I resent this manner 
of self-depreciation. I have always 
worked for adult education, especially 
of myself! And so has well-nigh every 
librarian of parts who has come within 
my acquaintance in the past four dec- 
ades. 

I find few indications that the ex- 
penditure of all money spent by the 
Adult Education Committee—I suppose 
chiefly for printing—has much increased 
or intensified the work that librarians 
have been earnestly engaged in for now 
half a century; that of making easily 
accessible to all would-be readers and 
students the print in their libraries, and 
that of making endless effort to per- 
suade old and young to read and to read 
wisely and, so doing, to educate them- 
selves. 


If intelligent and alert adults in large 
numbers could be persuaded to read the 
publications on which the Library Ex- 
tension Committee has spent about 
$16,000, the steady growth of libraries 
would perhaps have been quite notably 
increased. That growth has increased 
in the last four years, of course. It has 
been a growth of increasing rapidity for 
fifty years, and especially for the last 
thirty. That this growth has been in 
these later years more rapid than has the 
country’s growth in the production of 
print, in popular esteem of education, 
and in wealth, is something that waits 


to be proven. We also await proof that 
any access of growth has been due to 
the expenditure by the A. L. A. in the 
last four years of a quarter of a million 
dollars. We accepted and spent that 
sum at just precisely that point in our 
intellectual and economic development 
when the country at large quite inevit- 
ably approved of libraries as aids to 
popular education. Had we, with that 
money, engaged the best experts obtain- 
able to open the eyes of the public to 
the better work that libraries could do 
were they administered by a larger num- 
ber of and by more highly skilled li- 
brarians, we surely would have secured 
obvious and gratifying results. We 
chose to esteem ourselves as perfectly 
competent to spend wisely a large sum 
of money chiefly in raking over our past 
and in baking hard the cake of custom 
of the institution—American Public Li- 
braries—which we had helped by spon- 
taneous, and freely voiced effort to 
bring to its present high position. 


When the plans for the Survey were 
first presented I protested against carry- 
ing them out. I made myself a burden 
like the Biblical grasshopper ; yet, since 
I have been looking further into our re- 
cent activities, I blame myself for not 
having been even more burdensome than 
I was. I insisted that its thousands of 
questions on thousands of question- 
naires would bring no results of value; 
that we already had ample information 
on our administrative methods; and 
that, if we had money for a survey, we 
should spend it not on a survey of a 
dead past, but on an inquiry into the 
relation of recent vast economic and 
educational changes to library methods, 
and into the amount and character of 
adjustment of library methods which 
are needed to meet wisely those changes. 
My protest and advice were not taken 
seriously. 

The outcome of the survey was even 
less helpful than I had dared to suggest 
it would be. On it the committee spent 
over $50,000. The results, which we 
were promised would be of great value 
to all library workers, have appeared in 
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four volumes sold at $2.00 each. Our 
Association has 10,000 members, every 
one of whom, so it was promised, could 
surely gain great profit from the results 
of the survey—especially in that the sur- 
vey would tell them just where they are 
and so would put them in an admirable 
attitude for going somewhere else. Now, 
either our 10,000 members and the coun- 
try’s 11,000 libraries are all blind to 
opportunity, or already had ample in- 
formation on where they are and did not 
care to pay for more, or, the opportunity 
of learning that they could now go 
somewhere else did not appeal to them. 
the Survey’s golden harvest left them 
cold. They have purchased thus far 
about 800 sets of the four books, bring- 
ing in, as return on the fifty odd thou- 
sand dollars of cost, about $6,000. Eight 
hundred buyers out of ten thousand 
good prospects. 


I have read the latest book on Curric- 
ulum Study, and I can not yet under- 
stand how we were led to believe that 
an elaborate questionnaire, tabulation 
and analysis could furnish material for 
treatises of the first quality on “Lend- 
ing books from a library” or on “An- 
swering questions in a library.” But I 
do understand how an expert in the cur- 
riculum study of hand-work in factories 
and of certain trades, could be self-de- 
ceived into thinking that this same cur- 
riculum study formula would produce 
valuable results when applied to such 
processes as that of “Lending books to,” 
and “Finding answers to questions 
from,” the owners of a public institu- 
tion like a public library. I know only 
by name the masters of the curriculum 
study art; but the results of their work 
for us seem meagre. Out of the curric- 
ulum studies, on which, and on the 
Text-books which were to be based on 
the studies, we have already spent about 
$50,000—with some $20,000 more to 
follow—have come two text-books, one 
by Mr. Wyer and one by Miss Flexner. 
I’m sure you wil! agree with me in say- 
ing, when you have read them, that the 
two authors have produced almost pre- 
cisely the books that their several na- 
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tive talents and forms of experience and 
education would have impelled and per- 
mitted them to write had they never 
heard of $30,000 worth of questions and 
answers acquired via a curriculum study. 
For forty years, and notably for the past 
25, we of the A. L. A. have been pro- 
ducing good books on library affairs; 
very good books, increasingly good and 
increasingly numerous each year. They 
came as the spirit moved and as ability 
permitted. They will continue to come 
into being, and among them all, those 
that are nursed on bottles filled with free 
milk from a curriculum cow do not yet 
promise to rise to notable pre-eminence. 


It is possible that I have not properly 
interpreted the figures found in A. L. A. 
finance reports from 1924 onwards: I 
have, however, the approval of Head- 
quarters for these totals of outgo for the 
items named up to July 1, 1927: 

Adult Education Committee. .$ 50,000 


Board of Education.......... 92,000 
Curriculum Study .......... 28,000 
Library Extension .......... 16,000 
PE +3554 db oscar knees 17,000 
MEY 3 6e64840046060500008 52,000 

EE 4 bok bueae Nhe d 14 eed $255,000 


Again I wish to say that for A. L. A. 
activities each and every member of the 
A. L. A. is responsible. Our complex 
and obfuscating constitution scatters 
responsibility, being seemingly generous 
therewith toward our Council, and per- 
haps even more so toward our Execu- 
tive Committee. But the responsibility 
of making a Constitution which calls 
for Solomonic wisdom to its interpreta- 
tion is ours, and if under it we have 
spent much money not with due fore- 
thought we of the A. L. A. rank and 
file are to blame. 

As to this letter: if you find it not 
substantially true, pray suppress it. That 
I should be so bold as to write it will 
no doubt be imputed to me as a crime, 
in that it says plainly that the A. L. A. 
has not been wise in its well-meaning. 
Fortunately I can stand the being 
blamed. 


(Signed) J. C. Dana. 
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On motion of Dr. Bostwick, it was 


Voted, that the Council thank Mr. 
Dana for his valuable communication 
with many points of which it is in sym- 
pathy. 

After some discussion it was also 


Voted, that a Special Committee be 
appointed to study and report on the 
various matters brought up in the com- 
munication of Mr. John Cotton Dana 


as presented to the Council on Decem- 
ber 30, 1927. 
The meeting adjourned. 


BOARD OF EDUCATION FOR 
LIBRARIANSHIP 


At the meeting of the Board of Edu- 
cation for Librarianship on December 
29, summer school courses in library 
science were considered for accredit- 
ment. A list of those schools which 
were accredited will be published later. 

To meet, in part, the need of pub- 
licity for existing standards in school 
library service and in preparation for 
school librarianship, the Board has pub- 
lished “Standards and curricula in 
school librarianship” a reprint of parts 
of the 2nd and 3rd Annual Reports of 
the Board of Education fot Librarian- 
ship. This publication came from the 
press in time to be distributed to the 
members of the Board and to others 
particularly interested in school library 
work who were in attendance at the 
Midwinter Meetings. It is planned to 
distribute the reprint to the presidents 
of teacher-training agencies, and to 
state officers having to do with the certi- 
fication of school librarians. 

The Board also considered plans for 
the sponsoring of institutes which would 
help meet an existing emergency by pro- 
viding some sort of effective training 
for librarians of rural libraries and 
school libraries, many of whom at pres- 





ent are undertaking their work with no 
training of any kind. 


ADULT EDUCATION 

At the Midwinter Meeting of the 
Board on the Library and Adult Educa- 
tion plans were completed for two pub- 
lications which promise to be of more 
than ordinary interest. These are: a 
study of readable books and a booklet 
on how to read and study. 

The investigation of readable books 
is expected to be advanced to the extent 
that a comprehensive and annotated list, 
accompanied by appropriate text, will be 
available to librarians generally early in 
the summer. The preliminary report in 
this field, which was prepared by a sub- 
committee of the Board, under the lead- 
ership of L. J. Bailey, director of the 
Indiana State Library Department, is 
being revised and extended by a new 
committee directed by Mr. Bailey. It is 
expected that the revised edition will be 
available for a wider distribution than 
it was possible to make of the first. 

The Editorial Committee, in coopera- 
tion with the Board, approved plans for 
the publication of a booklet in the Read- 
ing with a Purpose series on how to 
read and study. There is an abundance 
of literature on this subject but it ap- 
plies to juveniles and those undergoing 
formal education; there is nothing for 
men and women who are not interested 
in educational language and involved 
technique. The A. L. A. booklet is in- 
tended to be inspirational as well as 
specifically helpful in overcoming many 
of the difficulties ordinarily encountered 
by the grown-up reader. As an indica- 
tion of interest in this subject, mention 
might be made of the remarkable de- 
mand for Robert Lynd’s leaflet “I wish 
I had more time to read.” The Alfred 
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Knopf Company has just contributed 
another assignment of this leaflet, at 
this time one hundred thousand copies, 
to the A. L. A. for free distribution in 
connection with the Reading with a 
Purpose courses. 

Among the adult education projects 
of more than local interest with which 
the Board is connected is the study and 
experiment of county-wide adult educa- 
tion activities in two Michigan counties, 
Barry and Jackson. This project is 
under the direction of Michigan State 
College and will be conducted under a 
grant from the Carnegie Corporation 
through the American Association for 
Adult Education. The Board on Adult 
Education approved plans for continua- 
tion of cooperation in the project 
through aiding in the planning of its 
library activities. 


BUSINESS LIBRARIES 

The Business Library Group held a 
Round Table Session at 2:30 p. m., 
Thursday, December 29, L. Elsa Loeber, 
chairman, presiding. There were 62 
present, many of whom were public 
librarians interested in the work of the 
group. 

In the unavoidable absence of EIl- 
wood McClelland, Carnegie Library of 
Pittsburgh, Louise B. Krause, Byllesby 
& Co., Chicago, read the very interest- 
ing paper prepared by Mr. McClelland, 
entitled, THE LITERATURE OF BUSINESS, 
AND THE PROFICUOUS ART OF LOCK PICK- 
ING. Mary. B. Day, National Safety 
Council, Chicago, read a paper on VIs- 
UALIZING LIBRARY SERVICE: SOME EXPE- 
RIENCES OF A BUSINESS LIBRARIAN. 

H. W. Wilson of the H. W. Wilson 
Company opened a discussion on the 
subject of financial periodicals, their 
selection and indexing. Several sugges- 


tions were made and plans discussed by 
Mr. Wilson for improving the service 
to financial libraries through the Jndus- 
trial Arts Index. Anne White of Byl- 
lesby & Co. made a statement about the 
new Engineering Index on cards. 
The meeting then adjourned. 
Respectfully submitted, 
L. Extsa Loeser, Chairman. 


COLLEGE LIBRARIANS OF THE 
MIDDLE WEST 

At the midwinter meetings in Chi- 
cago the College Librarians of the Mid- 
dle West held a joint meeting with the 
University and Reference Librarians on 
Friday afternoon. On this program 
Isabelle Clark, Grinnell College, pre- 
sented an interesting paper entitled, 1n- 
DEPENDENCE FOR THE COLLEGE LIBRARY. 

On Saturday morning the first 
speaker was Karl T. Jacobsen, Luther 
College, who presented a survey of 
LIBRARY BUDGETS IN COLLEGE LIBRARIES 
OF THE MIDDLE WEST. In the discussion 
which followed Mr. Jacobsen was made 
chairman of a standing committee on 
the college budget. The other two 
members of the committee are Rose 
Ball, Albion College and Betty H. 
Pritchett, Coe College. This committee 
is to cooperate with the A. L. A. Com- 
mittee on Library Revenues. 

A paper by Frances Warner and C. 
H. Brown, Iowa State College, on 
FUNDAMENTALS IN PLANNING COLLEGE 
LIBRARY BUILDINGS was read by Miss 
Warner. This paper brought out the 
need of a manual on college library 
building and gave good advice on that 
subject. 

Flora B. Ludington, Mills College, 
California, gave some interesting com- 
parisons in her paper on STANDARDS 
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REACHED BY THE SMALLER COLLEGE 
LIBRARIES OF THE PACIFIC STATES. 

The committee selected to carry on 
the work of the association for 1928 
consists of Anna M. Tarr, Lawrence 
College, Chairman, Rachel Ogle, Frank- 
lin College, Secy.-Treas. and Betty H. 
Pritchett, Coe College. The nominating 
committee recommended that the third 
member of the committee each year 
should be the outgoing chairman of the 
year before. 

Librarians who were not able to be 
at the meeting or those wishing to read 
the papers may borrow them from the 
chairman, Anna M. Tarr, Lawrence 
College, Appleton, Wis. 


EDITORIAL COMMITTEE 


Various important matters came be- 
fore the Editorial Committee at its De- 
cember 27 meeting. Among them was 
the possibility of a college and univer- 
sity library yearbook which had been 
suggested by members of the College 
and Reference Section. The matter 
was also discussed at a meeting of the 
college librarians but no decision has 
yet been reached. A proposed supple- 
ment to the A. L. A. index to general 
literature also received a good share 
of attention from the Committee. The 
Editor had sent a questionnaire to a 
number of large libraries and the replies 
received indicated a need for the sup- 
plement, considerable interest in the 
project, and a willingness to cooperate, 
on the part of many. The compilation, 
if it is undertaken, will be largely a 
volunteer enterprise, with a paid editor 
to assemble the contributions of all the 
cooperating libraries. 

It was voted to publish the revision 
of the New guide to reference books, 


now nearly completed, and to call it 
Guide to reference books, new edition. 

A Danish librarian has asked per- 
mission to translate the A. L. A. text- 
books into Danish, beginning with the 
Flexner book on circulation. 


It was agreed to publish School l- 
brary yearbook number two as soon as 
the manuscript is ready, and to include 
in it a directory of school librarians, 
members of the A. L. A., as was done 
last year. 


LEAGUE OF LIBRARY COMMISSIONS 


The League of Library Commis- 
sions held a meeting at the Drake Ho- 
tel, Chicago, on the afternoon of De- 
cember 30. In the absence of the pres- 
ident, Mr. Lester, who is conducting a 
survey in British Columbia, Mrs. Lillian 
B. Griggs, North Carolina, Ist vice- 
president, presided. There was an at- 
tendance of about 60, and 18 states 
answered the roll-call. 


The program was in the nature of a 
round table discussion of Commission 
problems. Frances Hobart, secretary of 
the New Hampshire Commission, led 
the discussion on PROBLEMS OF THE 
SMALLER LIBRARIES. She said that the 
librarian is three-fourths of the institu- 
tion, and advocated certification of li- 
brarians even in the smallest libraries. 
In order to reach all the people, a 
bookwagon for each township is the 
ideal method. Service is the best 
method of advertising, and a well-ar- 


ranged and properly cataloged collec- 
tion of books. 

The necessity for training of trustees 
was brought out in the discussion, and 
Mrs. Earl of Indiana, said that they had 
solved this problem through their trus- 
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tees’ association which had been organ- 
ized by their commission. 

Frank Tolman of New York told of 
the NEW YORK PLAN FOR LIBRARY IN- 
stiTuTES. He said they had just com- 
pleted twenty-five years with an increas- 
ing attendance. Last April there were 
30 meetings, representing 699 libraries, 
and an attendance of 1700 librarians and 
trustees. The programs consisted of 
the rudiments of library work, policies 
of the library profession, and about one- 
half the time was devoted to current 
books of interest, with an exhibit of 
new books. Trustees were urged to 
come through personal invitations. Prac- 
tically every librarian in the state had 
an opportunity to attend, and the ex- 
tension workers had the advantage of 
personal contacts with all libraries. 

They were planning for a teaching in- 
stitute of one week, and the Columbia 
School of Library Service is planning 
a trustees week. 

THE POSSIBILITY OF COOPERATIVE 
WORK BY COMMISSIONS was discussed 
by Leora J. Lewis of South Dakota. 
She felt that in a comparatively small 
group of workers with similar prob- 
lems, there were many opportunities for 
cooperation which would avoid duplica- 
tion of effort. For example, she sug- 
gested the need of an up-to-date list of 
library equipment, lists of supplement- 
ary reading, statistics of appropriations 
of different commissions for use with 
legislative committees, and also felt that 
there might be cooperation in prepara- 
tion of articles for commission bulle- 
tins. She urged that every commission 
should send copies to other commissions 
of everything published even in mimeo- 
graph form. She recommended that a 


one-man committee be appointed to 
work out a plan. 

The matter was referred to the Ex- 
ecutive Board by vote. 

Miss Culver reported progress on the 
Louisiana Demonstration, which she re- 
minded us was only two and a half 
years old. Two parish library demon- 
strations had been started successfully. 
Owing to the flood, the Carnegie Cor- 
poration had decided to continue the 
demonstration for two years longer. 

Miss Merrill, executive assistant of 
the A. L. A. Library Extension Com- 
mittee, reported on recent field work. 

The Publications Committee, through 
its chairman, Louis J. Bailey of Indi- 
ana, reported progress in issuing post- 
ers for use in county library campaigns. 
The matter was left to the judgment of 
the committee, and they were also re- 
quested to consider the need of a new 
edition of the League Handbook. 

Ciara F. BaLpwin, 
Secretary. 


NORMAL SCHOOL AND TEACHERS 
COLLEGE LIBRARIANS 

The Normal School and Teachers 
College Librarians held a meeting De- 
cember 31 with Mary J. Booth presid- 
ing. 

Margaret Dunbar, State Normal Col- 
lege, Kent, Ohio, spoke on plans for the 
new library building at Kent, which is 
nearing completion, and Ethyl Blum, 
State Normal College, Bowling Green, 
Ohio, told of the new building there. 

In the absence of G. W. Rosenlof, 
associate in Normal School Education, 
Teachers College, Columbia University, 
Miss Booth read a summary of his pa- 
per on THE STATUS OF PERIODICALS IN 
THE TEACHER COLLEGE. Mr. Rosenlof’s 
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paper was based on replies received 
from 177 schools to which he had sent 
inquiries about periodicals. All of these 
schools subscribed to The Atlantic 
Monthly, Century and World’s Work. 
Mr. Rosenlof recommended that a list 
of 125-150 periodicals should be re- 
quired for a four year school and that a 
standard list of periodicals for normal 
schools should be prepared. 


Lucile F. Fargo, A.L.A. Curriculum 
Study, spoke on training courses for li- 
brarians in teachers colleges. As a mem- 
ber of the staff of the A. L. A. Board of 
Education for Librarianship, Miss 
Fargo has visited many schools in the 
West and Middle West. She found 
many small colleges offering courses— 
some on how to use the library, some on 
how to organize a library. In many 
colleges she found overworked librari- 
ans with inadequate equipment trying to 
give the course. A lack of knowledge 
of the possibilities of the school library 
among the administrative officers, princi- 
pals, and superintendents usually went 
hand in hand with such conditions. Miss 
Fargo gave the brighter side of the 
picture when she told of her work with 
the N. E. A. in Seattle. She also spoke 
of the course at Columbia University be- 
ing offered to principals, showing possi- 
bilities in school libraries; of the train- 
ing courses in summer schools; of work 
for state supervision; and of work for 
publicity in school associations as being 
encouraging signs. 


Frank L. Tolman, Library Extension 
Division, Albany, talked about oppor- 
tunities for the teachers college library. 
He discussed the problems of doing 
away with the accumulation of textbook 
collections and providing children’s 
rooms. He suggested that the aid of the 


psychologist be asked to measure the re- 
action of children to the use of books. 
Anne M. Boyd, University of Illi- 
nois Library School, spoke on A FEW 
BOOKS WHICH HAVE INTERESTED ME. 
Miss Boyd gave reviews of the follow- 
ing books: The public mind by Norman 
Angell Lane; Autobiography of an ex- 
colored man by James Weldon John- 
ton; that man Heine by Lewis Browne, 
Giants in the earth by Ole Rolvaag. 
The officers elected for the coming 
year were: President, Bertha Hatch, 
Library, School of Education, Cleve- 
land; Vice-President, Delia Ovitz, Li- 
brary, State Teachers College, Milwau- 
kee; Secretary, Anne C. Keating, Li- 
brary, Ohio University, Athens, Ohio. 


AMERICAN LIBRARY INSTITUTE 


The American Library Institute held 
its midwinter meetings in conjunction 
with the meetings of the A. L. A. on 
December 29, 1927, Dr. Bostwick pre- 
siding. 

The program of papers was preceded 
by a brief meeting of the Institute 
Board at which the Secretary reported 
informally on the project of a summer 
institute of bibliography and library sci- 
ence which had been suggested at the 
Toronto conference. The Board voted 
that a committee be appointed to con- 
fer with Dean Works as to the possi- 
bility that the University of Chicago 
might be willing to conduct an institute 
concerned with the outline, history and 
bibliography of special subjects. 

Henry O. Severance presented a PRE- 
LIMINARY REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN 
OF THE COMMITTEE FOR THE ENCOUR- 
AGEMENT OF RESEARCH. Nine problems 
had been suggested through the A. L. A., 


. of which four were selected for men- 
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tion: (1) Public library service to 
suburban municipalities ; (2) The junior 
college library; (3) Changes in public 
school curriculum and method in rela- 
tion to school library work; (4) Sources 
of reading matter in a medium-sized 
community. 

Edith Guerrier presented a report on 
THE HISTORY AND STATUS OF THE LI- 
BRARY INFORMATION SERVICE BILL. This 
bill has been favorably reported three 
times since its first introduction in 1919 
and practically every objection to it has 
been satisfactorily met, and we may 
hope for its enactment in the not too 
distant future. A discussion of Miss 
Guerrier’s paper followed. 


F. K. W. Drury’s paper, FROM ACCES- 
SION BOOK TO SHELF LIST, emphasized 
the fundamental permanent importance 
of the Shelf List and the decreasing use- 
fulness of the Accessions Book as a 
separate catalog. His conclusion was 
that a shifting of records from Acces- 
sion Book to Shelf List would involve 
no loss which could not be replaced in 
some other way, but would result in a 
gain of the time now spent on the keep- 
ing of the record and the space now 
given up to storage of Accession Books. 
This paper will appear elsewhere in its 
final form. 

J. C. Bay’s delightful paper on AMER- 
ICAN LIBRARIES IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
(not yet available for careful summariz- 
ing) described specifically various kinds 
of information about America which 
could rarely. be found in European, or 
more particularly in Scandinavian libra- 
ries. Mr. Bay gave an account of the 
hopeful beginnings of a project to estab- 
lish an American library in the Scandi- 
navian countries. 


This paper immediately brought the 


American Library in Paris to the minds 
of the audience. Miss Rathbone was 
asked to summarize the latest faculty 
report on the Paris Library School; and 
Mr. Utley exemplified the spread of 
American books and_ information 
through the numerous inquiries ad- 
dressed to the American Library in 
Paris from all parts of Europe, although, 
on the whole, Mr. Bay’s general state- 
ments were still true. Mr. Lydenberg 
mentioned the gifts of American books 
by the Carnegie Endowment to various 
foreign libraries. 

Mr. Hanson, at the suggestion of Mr. 
Merrill, spoke of the work which he and 
Mr. Bishop, with others, are undertak- 
ing in the re-organization of the Vati- 
can Library Catalog, their hope being, 
within their four months’ leave, to effect 
within a small division of the Library 
a demonstration or a nucleus of books 
cataloged according to the American- 
British code of rules. 

Dr. Locke told of the Pope’s gracious 
acknowledgment of the reception ac- 
corded by the A. L. A. to Monsignor 
Tisserant of the Vatican Library during 
his recent visit to America. 

Henry B. Van HokseEn, Secretary. 


More Midwinter meeting reports will 
appear in the February Bulletin. 


WANTS—OFFERS 


Any institutional member of the Association 
may insert, without cost, a ten-line notice of 
books or periodicals wanted or offered for 
sale or exchange, 

Wants 

Detroit Edison Company, 2000 Second 
Ave., Detroit, Mich., Mrs. Louise P. Dorn, 
librarian, wants Biennial Census of Manufac- 
tures, 1923, published by Bureau of the Cen- 
sus, Dept. of Commerce. 


Offers 
Mansfield (Ohio) Public Library, Helen 


_ J. Fox, librarian, offers to any library Living 


Age, v. 49-56 inc. (1885-Dec. 1886). 
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SALARY STATISTICS 
University and College Libraries 


In view of the enlarged list of libraries 
and the attempt at more precise definition, 
no effort will be made to compare salaries 
this year with those of last year. The 
trend is slowly upward, but occasional 
figures diverge from such trend by reason 
of the retirement of someone of long serv- 
ice who has been getting the maximum 
salary for the position and who is replaced 
by a less experienced librarian. 

Those interested will note that the re- 
luctance of heads to give their own and 
their first assistants’ salaries is gradually 
being broken down. It will also be seen 
that many university and college libraries 
are getting along without any second in 
command, or that the assistant librarian 
also heads a department. When this latter 
is true, its effect on the department head 
maximum will be seen. 

Because of unfair comparisons that have 
been made, the number of positions of each 
kind in each library is now included, which 
will naturally explain a higher salary for 
all department heads in one large library, 
where there are only four, as compared 
with those in a similar library where there 
are twelve. 

Distinction is now definitely made be- 
tween professional and clerical assistants. 
We need a definition of the latter which 
will not exclude the many covered with the 
note in the current questionnaire. More 
important, however, is the attempt to es- 
tablish a working definition of “professional 
assistant.” A committee appointed by the 
College and Reference section has essayed 
this difficult task, and its compromise ef- 
fort will be put before the section for ap- 
proval. It seemed best to the compiler of 
these particular statistics to have this still 
tentative definition put in the questionnaire 
and tried out this year. It reads as fol- 
lows: 

The title, “Professional Assistant,’ may 
be used to designate those members of the 
staff of a college and university library 
who have: 


1. A bachelor’s degree with one year of 
professional education; or 
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2. A bachelor’s degree, with not less 
than three years experience in a 


scholarly library of 50,000 volumes 
or more; or 


3. An informal education considered by 
the librarian as the real equivalent of 
four years of college work, plus five 
years experience in a scholarly library 
of 50,000 volumes or more. This 
provision is to take care of those al- 
ready in the profession. Later ad- 
ditions to the professional group 
should meet requirements 1 or 2. 


Note: It is assumed in all cases that 
the work the professional assistant is per- 
forming requires a general and professional 
education. If the work is clerical, the as- 
sistant should be designated as a non-pro- 
fessional assistant. 

There is great need of further definitions 
or instructions how to find the figure to 
be used. For example, there are five and 
fifty ways of computing university enrol- 
ment, and one of these should be selected. 
More difficulty will be encountered in es- 
tablishing a common base for total salary 
figures and for budgets. Universities now 
vary and probably will long continue to 
vary in such matters. As long as “salaries” 
means in one library only those in the main 
library, getting a definite sum per month, 
in another includes the salaries of some de- 
partmental libraries; in some omits student 
help and in others includes it, there will be 
confusion and misunderstanding. This is 
even more evident in the matter of budget, 
where the university library may mean one 
branch of the book service—the main 
library—or may include a large depart- 
mental system, or again may give the total 
funds available from any source or omit 
those obtained from endowments or gifts. 
If the publication of our figures were not 
likely to stimulate the College and Refer- 
ence section to formulating definitions and 
rules for computation it might almost be 
better to cease publication of these sta- 
tistics. 


Sypney B. MitcHett, Compiler. 
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SALARY STATISTICS UNIVERSITY \, 


Compiled by the A. L. A. Committe o bs 





































































































Associate Professional Assistants 
Library Librarian or Assistant t Catalog De met sas « 
Min. Min. No. Min. Max. No. No. Min. Mar, { — 
Amherst 5000 2100 1 2100 1 1560 : ~~ mo 
Bowdoin 5000 3000 1 1200 1 2000... | = 
Brown 2 2100 2200 5 1500 2000 2 1140 199 Ta 
Bryn Mawr 0 2 2200 2 1500 1800 2 1500 im .— 
Cornell 3500 7 1800 2000 5 1100 1800 la 
Dartmouth 6000 5000 2 2000 2000 4 1380 1800 2 1440 1500 | & 
Towa State 5000 3300! 5 1920 3300 4 1500 1920 3. 120 a | 
McGill 5000 0 3 1800 4% 1000 1200 9 1000 io | — 
Ohio State 4 2600 3000 8 1500 2400 9 1300 2500 
Princeton 6000 5000 5 2500 4000 8 1500 2500 9 150 2m © 
Purdue 4000 2 1500 2180 2 = 1560 - 
Rochester 5 1700 3000 4 1700 1850 2 1450 10 | — 
Stanford 5000 3500!7 7 2400 3500 8 1500 2200 7 1320 1800 g 
Syracuse 4750 0 4 1800 2000 5 1080 1560 6 1140 1560 = 
U. of California 5500 0 4 3000 3000 11 1450 2400 22 (1440 00 | a 
U. of Chicago 10000 5500 6 2400 4000 22 1260 2520 2 130 2) 
U. of Illinois? 6500 7 1800 3000 17 1200 = 2000 241200 20 | 
U. of Iowa 3000(Acting.Ln.) 0 9 1500 2710 8 1200 2000 61200 100 | 
U. of Kansas 4100 4 1300 2160 7 1200 ©1900 7 900 100) — 
U. of Michigan® 12000 1230 Assoc. } 12 2200 2750 17 1600 2300 34 14002100 | “i 
U. of Missouri 4500 2700! 3 2000 2700" 3 1600 1900 9 1600 1% | a 
U. of Nebraska 4000 2600 4 1500 2100 2 1200 1800 12 800 tm | 
U. of North Carolina 6500! 3750" 10% 1700 2100 1 1600 41500 im) 
U. of North Dakota 3100 2200 1 2000 2 1900 20) — 
U. of Oregon 3600 0 6 1500 2000 0 2 1500 1 | 
U. of Texas 3600 0 3 2200 2250 2 1680 1800 7 1 wo 
U. of Washington" 4950 400017 3 1800 400018 5 1500 1650 16 132010 \S 
U. of Wyoming 2676 2160 2 1980 1 1900 1 1800 rs 
Vassar 4000 325017 3 1950 3250 2 1950 3 1800 < 
Washington U. (St.Louis) 3750 0 5 1200 1800 ioe | an 
Wellesley 4000 Two {Beebe } 42 1800 3250 2 1800 5 1400 200 s 
Yale 3 20 1020 «= 2500 6 1800 mi { a 
1 Brown: a a ey Soa includes copyists, messengers and student assistants. Figures are exclusive of John Carter Brown Library. 
2 Bryn Mawr: : _ neh eple e covers > ~ Pee , Periodicals and binding. 


3 McGill: pi 
4 Ohio State: Budget for 18 months. oo excludes salaries. 


5§ " ures are exclusive of the Colleges of Medicine, Law and Forestry. Salaries figure excludes student assistants. 
0, of noite on-professional assistants are all ~~. time library school students. 
U. of Illinois: Statistics omit Chicago de 


spartments. 
: U: of Iowa: a assistants in catalog department are student helpers paid by the hour. 
* U. of Michigan: Clements Library salary: $6000. 


10U. of Missouri: Maximum paid any department heads exclusive of assistant librarian: 
" U. of North Carolina: Librarian’s and assistant librarian’s salaries are exclusive of =e paid for other services in the University. 
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| AND COLLEGE LIBRARIES 


\ salaries, Insurance and Annuities, 1927-28 








































































































oe sot Other Departments ‘ates Enrollment seamiei 
t 
ee ~ Max. No. Max. 
1 1140 Rate Rowe 4 1000 1300 19,700 38,949 750 Amherst 
a Bis 2 780 884 12,864 23,479 560 Bowdoin 
> 100 @©=— 1400 5 900 1400 41,410! 78,692 2,093 Brown 
'y 7 70-900 1 900 16,050 16,0008 498 Bryn Mawr 
~“ 7 900 900 71,125 125,026 5,000 Cornell 
\T) 70 8 720 1440 39,600 95,000 2,100 Dartmouth 
0 6 900 1200 47,400 98,000 4,200 Towa State 
‘Jy 1000 ~—-:1020 10 900 1200 33,804 65,442% 2,633 McGill 
$. ay, a 18 900 1500 80,800 60,000¢ 10,178 Ohio State 
| 3B 600~=——«21200 26 600 1400 94,195 156,514 2,468 Princeton 
a & 3 900 1200 16,088 31,269 3,914 Purdue 
{ 
‘ 1 1260 10 1080 1400 41,384 93,135 1,337 Rochester 
) 
: | 2 1020 1140 7 900 1500 66,172 108,584 3,412 Stanford 
) 
: { 0 3 1080 1560 32,760 48,989 5,547 Syracuse 
1 1200 7 800 1800 123,652 215,902 9,981 U. of California 
) 
. | & 960 1320 34 840 1380 202,622'8 355,880 7,000'* U. of Chicago 
0 
. ' 4 117,000 217,597 10,000 plus U. of Illinois’ 
0 
-| @ 13 780 1400 67,010 133,510 8,652 U. of Iowa** 
0 
: rey 2 1400 1560 31,250 69,680 5,438 U. of Kansas 
. | 3 1100 1500 32 1100 1700 221,150 382,425 13,257 U. of Michigan® 
; { 1 1200 6 1000 1200 37,555 87,555 4,000 U. of Missouri 
: , 1 900 900 12 480 720 41,074 81,074 ca. 11,000 U. of Nebrasks 
: 1 1400 2 1400 1600 42,149 99,000 2,700 U. of North Carolina 
= | 1 1500 14,100 21,120 1,700 U. of North Dakote 
"4 1 1260 1260 10 960 1500 45,061!3 77,675 3,054 U. of Oregon 
" 1 780 1200 8 900 1800 52,530 99,940 5,125 U. of Texas 
“ i 7 900 1020 7% 900 1020 68,184 103,184'5 7,500 U. of Washington"* 
—|. 12,4961 27,336 1,057 U. of Wyoming 
= esas Bi 3 1400 =: 1500 31,888 51,356 1,150 Vassar 
ad 3 960 1200 yg 1200 1800 26,890 49,990 2,387 Washington U. (St. Louis) 
s 1 1200 as 2 1200 1500 29,450 44,950 1,600 Wellesley 
73) l 4 960 1300 8 1080 2000 126,944 225,989 4,960 Yale 
f BU. of Sogn: Salaries figure includes student assistants. 
U. of Washington: Maximum paid any department heads exclusive of associate librarian: $2340. 
“4 U. of Washington: Figures do not include Law Library, which is run as a separate institution. 
%U. of Washington: Budget includes salaries and book funds only. 
© U. of W: yoming: Salaries exclude student assistants. 
sd te or assistant librarian classed also as department head. 
*U. of Chicago: Exclusive of $336.38 for student service. 
» U. of C : Oe com jus at one time, total fer year of ca. 15,000. 
vol North Gace:  ieche 
{ x au of North Includes heads of 3 departmental libraries. 
& : Includes two associate librarians. 


ay of Iowa: Figures do not include Law Library, which is run as a separate institution. 
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The Library Survey had its origin 
in the appointment of a Committee of 
five on Library Service by President 
Bishop in 1919. Dr. Bostwick was 
chairman and has continued in that po- 
sition. The other members, in the be- 
ginning, were Florence Overton, Bes- 
sie Sargeant Smith, A. S. Root and 
Carl H. Milam. Others appointed 
later to fill vacancies or to increase the 
membership were: Henry N. Sanborn, 
John B. Kaiser and Charles H. Comp- 
ton. Its duties were defined in 1923 by 
the Council (through the adoption of 
recommendations of the Committee on 
Committees) as being “To prepare a 
survey of the present work of Ameri- 
can libraries.” 


The Executive Board appointed a 
Temporary Library Training Board in 
1923, on definite instructions from the 
Council at the Hot Springs Meeting. 
The action of the Council was based on 
recommendations of the Committee on 
Library Training. The Temporary 
Board presented recommendations for 
the appointment of a Board of Educa- 
tion for Librarianship at the Saratoga 
Springs Conference in 1924 and the 
recommendations were adopted by the 
Council, thus giving the Board its 
charter. The members of the Tempo- 
rary Library Training Board and the 
Board of Education for Librarianship 
have included the following persons: 
Adam Strohm, chairman, Linda A. 
Eastman, Elizabeth M. Smith, Jennie 
Flexner, H. W. Craver, Andrew Keogh, 
M. G. Wyer, Herbert S. Hirshberg and 
Louis R. Wilson. 

The Commission on the Library and 
Adult Education was appointed in 1924. 


ae 


THE ORIGIN AND STATUS OF 
A. L. A. SPECIAL ACTIVITIES 


After nearly two and a half years of 
investigation it presented its report in 
1926. The Council adopted the recom- 
mendations, thus creating a Board on 
the Library and Adult Education and 
giving it a charter. The membership 
has included: J. T. Jennings (chairman 
of the Commission), M. S. Dudgeon, 
(chairman of the Board), Linda A. 
Eastman, C. F. D. Belden, W. W. 
Bishop, W. O. Carson and Charles E. 
Rush. 

After a discussion of library exten- 
sion at the Midwinter Conference in 
January, 1925, the Council voted “That 
the Board should appoint a standing 
Committee on Library Extension.” At 


the annual conference in 1926 this Com-— 


mittee presented a report and the Coun- 
cil approved the recommendations and 
thereby provided this Committee with a 
detailed charter. The membership of 
the Committee from the beginning has 
been: C. B. Lester, chairman, Mary J. 
L. Black, Charlotte Templeton, M. J. 
Ferguson and Paul M. Paine. 

When confronted with a study to be 
made or work to be done, the Associa- 
tion has appointed a committee of its 
members, chosen by the Executive 
Board. Those members have given 
their time to a study of the problems 
involved. They have sought the advice 
of experts within and without the pro- 
fession. They have submitted their 
recommendations to the Council which, 
after consideration, has adopted resolu- 
tions giving definite instructions for 
carrying on the work. The Council at 
any meeting can issue new instructions 
or adopt amendments to those previous- 
ly adopted. 
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NOTE 


Word has come from New Jersey 
that a person representing herself as a 
librarian has visited many of the librar- 
ies there and invariably upon leaving has 
found that she has lost her pocket book 
or lost the money from her pocket book 
and has asked to borrow money, obtain- 
ing sums ranging from $3 to $10. She 
gives the names of real librarians, using 
different names in different places. 


She is tall, thin, with iron gray 
bobbed hair. She has a nervous man- 
ner. She works fast visiting as many 
as four towns in one day. 


The following resolution was passed 
December 3, 1927, by the Home and 
Community Department, American 
Farm Bureau Federation: Whereas, 
there is need for better educational facil- 
ities among rural people, we do hereby 
endorse the county library plan of mak- 
ing books available to rural people. 


The executive assistant to the Com- 


* mittee on Library Extension has been 


working toward the passing of such a 
resolution since 1925. 


Seven hundred and_ twenty-three 
members of the A. L. A. have sent the 
red slip, which was enclosed in the 
January Bulletin, to the Membership 
Department at Headquarters. Another 
slip is enclosed in this Bulletin for the 
convenience of those who did not make 
use of the one in the January Bulletin. 


On account of lack of space due to 
the unusual length of the Midwinter 
meeting reports, publication of the com- 
mittee news notes, sent in for the Janu- 
ary Bulletin, will be delayed. 





AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


President — Carl B. Roden, Public Library, 
Chicago, Ill. 

First Vice-President—Charles 
Public Library, St. Louis, Mo. 


Second Vice-President—Charles E. Rush, Pub- 
lic Library, Indianapolis, Ind. 

Treasurer—Matthew S. Dudgeon, Public Li- 
brary, Milwaukee, Wis. 

Executive Board — The president, vice-presi- 
dents, treasurer and Charles F. D. Belden, 
F. K. Walter, Franklin F. Hopper, Edith 
Tobitt, Theresa Hitchler, Elva S. Smith, 
Louise B. Krause, C. C. Williamson. 


Secretary — Carl H. Milam, 86 East Randolph 
St., Chicago, Il. 


Executive Offices—86 E. Randolph St., Chicago. 


H. Compton, 








PUBLICATIONS 


Nearly 10,000 copies of the Reading 
with a Purpose courses have been or- 
dered by a subsidiary of the Western 
Electric Company for the use of its em- 
ployees since November. 


Since The Booklist appeared in its 
new format the circulation has been in- 
creased by 400. One librarian at the 
Midwinter meetings said, “We used to 
think of The Booklist as merely a 
library tool, but now that it is so attrac- 
tive we are putting it on the reading 
tables for the us¢ of the public.” 


With all the snanuscript in hand ex- 
cept a part of the Christmas section, 
Anniversaries and holidays is taking 
shape rapidly in'o a book. It will be a 
large two colunin volume, will present 
a wealth of information on men and 
events not brought together anywhere ~ 
else, and will cost about $6.00. Ready 
in two months. 


Periodicals for the small library, fifth 
edition, announced for December will be 
ready late in January or early in Feb- 
ruary. There will be two editions; pa- 
per, 65c; c’ !', 90c. 
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FACTS FOR TRUSTEES 


HAT the librarian of today in 

his work is more like the teacher 
that used to be than he is like the teacher 
of today is the opinion of Dean William 
F. Russell of Teachers College, Colum- 
bia University. Dean Russell spoke at 
the Union League Club in Chicago on 
December 9 at a dinner meeting of 
library trustees, librarians and others 
interested in library work, arranged by 
the A. L. A. 

“Some time H. G. Wells is going to 
write an outline of pedagogical history,” 
Dr. Russell told his audience, -“and it is 
going to be very different from the ordi- 
nary history of education. It will be 
a history of primitive education — the 
Chinese sort, and the education of Eur- 
ope—and the education of America is 
going to look like a little thing. 

“Education has been, throughout the 
ages, one teacher working on one pupil 
at a time and if we were to count all 
the children in the world today receiv- 
ing schooling, that would still be the 
typical form of education. Certainly 
the old style schools in all the Confu- 
cius and Buddhist and Mohammedan 
lands are made up of individual pupils 
learning one at a time. This notion of 
a teacher working with a large class has 
been an economic measure. The way 
the librarian works with one person at 
a time has been the typical way of the 
school master in the past. 

“It is my belief that, in the main, in 
the future, we are going to find our- 
selves returning in some way or other 
to that method of education. The 
individual impact of the teacher on the 
pupil is more important than teaching 
pupils what they really know or drilling 
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over something for a dull person that is 
beyond his depth. 

“It is plain to be seen that the way 
our librarian works in the library; with 
the people coming to him with their 
problems; making diagnoses of their 
mental condition; making an educa- 
tional prescription for the remedy of 
that condition—is directly in accord, not 
only with the educational practices that 
have come down through the ages, but 
in accord with our best guess as to 
what true educational practice will be 
like. And it is to this type of problem 
that the American Library Association 
has, in part, been directing its efforts. 

“There is no profession in history 
that has made, in so short a space of 
time, so important and so significant 
an advance as has the library profession 
of the United States under the guidance 
of the American Library Association. 
It has revived its schools. It has in a 
sense, standardized, helped along, and 
improved the schools. It is training its 
members, and it is making them realize 
what the fundamental purpose of the 
library in our country is, the extension 
of education to all the people by the 
means, that, somehow or other seems 
the means best calculated to do that. 

“My interest in the library field is 
not only a personal and official rela- 
tionship with the American Library As- 
sociation — but also to bring to the 
library something that we have devel- 
oped in the education field, and to take 
back to the schools, and to the teachers, 
and to those who are guiding our edu- 
cation, something of the splendid method 
and rich opportunity and guidance that 
comes from the library field.” 











